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Editor’s Table......

Tis May, the merry month of May... congratulations to all who are
in academe and receiving degrees this spring. Best wishes to you
all. This column generally contains a historical note or two on
events that happened at various fifty-year increments in the past. |
will step out of my own time sequence slightly here to note that
Othniel Charles Marsh, known to all as “O.C.”, died in 1899 on
March 18, at the age of sixty-seven. Edward Lhwyd, who became
Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum in 1691, is well remembered to
geologists and paleontologists for his many contributions in those
areas of science. Lhwyd died June 30, 1709. In August, 1859,
successful oil drilling began in Titusville, Pennsylvania. A century
later, the Lake Hebgen earthquake (mag. 7.5) struck Yellowstone
National Park on August 17, 1959. The Explorer satellite took the
first pictures of Earth only a few days earlier. And on August 5,
1959 Professor James E. Church Jr. of the University of Nevada
passed into eternity. Dr. Church, as he is fondly known at UNR,
taught classics and art. Rumor has it that he did janitorial work on
occasions as well. He is best known for his invention of a water
measuring instrument, the Mount Rose Snow Sampler, which
determined water content in snow packs. Such samplers are used
to this day. The fine arts complex at Univ. Nevada, Reno is
named in his honor. We hear that he haunts the place, although in
thirty-one years of working in Church Fine Arts, | can’t say that |
have seen him. Jane P. Davidson, HoGD secretary/treasurer,
newsletter editor. jdhexen@unr.edu CFA 157




Nominations sought for HoGD officer:

The History of Geology Division seeks nominations for the office
of Second Vice-Chair. Anyone interested in nominating someone
for this office should contact Rex Buchanan, Nominating
committee chair, at rex@kgs.ku.edu. Or you can contact me,
jdhexen@unr.edu. Please contact Rex as soon as possible.

GSA Annual Meeting October, 18-21

It is not too early to be thinking of this year’s GSA meeting in
Portland, OR. We hope to see you there. History of Geology
Division is sponsoring three sessions this year. For information
on the meeting and the sessions, see the GSA site at
http://geosociety.orqg.

Love History of Geology? Want more?
You can find kindred souls in the History of Geology Group of the
Geological Society, London. http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/hogg.

And for another resource, on history of geology check your
browsers for the site, “geoclio.”



